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Opera Trustee Weekend in New York City
for OPERA America Ambassador Circle Members
Thursday – Saturday, February 23-25, 2012
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Dear Ambassador Circle Members:
	  
I am pleased to invite you to join your fellow Ambassadors for OPERA America’s increasingly popular annual Opera Trustee Weekend in New York City. We have planned a roster of exciting activities from Thursday, February 23 through the evening of Saturday, February 25, that celebrates your passion for opera and the dedication you have shown to the field. Members of OPERA America’s Board of Directors and National Trustee Forum, in New York City for meetings this same weekend, will join us for several of these events. This annual Opera Trustee Weekend provides both cultural highlights of New York City and the opportunity to make new opera friends from around the country.

Thursday, February 23:

Our weekend officially begins with opera — of course — and it’s Aida!

Thursday evening, we will first gather for a Welcome Reception in our hotel to meet fellow travelers. We then depart for a pre-performance dinner featuring the contemporary cuisine of Chef Jeff Raider at the distinguished Grand Tier Restaurant. Located within the Metropolitan Opera House, the Grand Tier offers impeccable service and an elegant atmosphere under the famous chandeliers and giant Chagalls. Following dinner, we will attend the Met’s performance of Aida featuring Violeta Urmana in the title role. Stephanie Blythe is Amneris, Radamès is sung by Marcelo Álvarez. The cast includes James Morris as Ramfis, Lado Átaneli is Amonasro, Jordan Bisch sings the King and the conductor is Marco Armiliato. We return to the Grand Tier for dessert at intermission. Dinner on the Grand Tier followed by a Met performance is one of the great cultural treats of New York City.

Friday, February 24:

Your morning is free.

We will depart from the hotel lobby for lunch at 11 Madison Park. This acclaimed restaurant is located directly across from the famous Flatiron Building on one of Manhattan’s most attractive and historic squares. The restaurant has won numerous awards since its opening, including three stars by the 2012 Michelin Guide!

Following lunch we will hear vocalists from the next generation of rising opera stars during a Master Class at the performance space in OPERA America’s current office. New York City is home to several leading conservatories that provide the finest and most complete education available to aspiring singers. At all levels of study — from undergraduate to pre-professional — singers in New York work with some of the most prominent professionals in their field and receive comprehensive training in the full range of vocal literature. In addition, you will hear about the progress of construction on our new National Opera Center, slated to open in September 2012.
On Friday evening we will enjoy the centerpiece of the weekend. At a Reception and Dinner we will celebrate the National Opera Trustee Recognition Program’s 2012 Honorees. OPERA America will honor four board members chosen from among nominations submitted by opera companies across the country for their exemplary leadership, support, and audience building efforts. Now in its fifth year, the National Opera Trustee Recognition Program is sponsored by Bank of America. The awards dinner will take place at the famed and beautiful University Club on Fifth Avenue. The firm of Charles McKim, William Mead and Stanford White, who were all members, designed what continues to be one of the grandest clubhouses of the city's prominent social clubs.
 
Saturday, February 25:

Saturday begins with a private tour in the morning at the Neue Galerie, one of New York City’s cultural gems. Neue Galerie New York is a museum devoted to early 20th-century German and Austrian paintings and decorative arts, displayed on two exhibition floors. The permanent collection includes the fascinating Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer by Gustav Klimt. The painting was purchased for $135 million by the Galerie’s founder, Ronald Lauder from Maria Altmann. We will also see Mr. Lauder’s extraordinary personal collection which is temporarily on loan to the museum in celebration of the Galerie’s 10th anniversary. Our tour will take place prior to Museum hours.
We return to the Park Lane Hotel for an Opera Trustee Weekend Lunch with special guest speaker for members of OPERA America’s Board of Directors, National Trustee Forum and Ambassador Circle. 
Following a free afternoon, we will enjoy a Reception at the home of William and Susan Morris. For those wishing to see more outstanding opera, we will see the Met’s Madama Butterfly. Cio-Cio-San is sung by Patricia Racette, Maria Zifchak is Suzuki, Pinkerton is sung by Roberto De Biasio, Vladimir Chmelo plays Sharpless and this performance is also conducted by Marco Armiliato. 

Following the Met Performance, we return to the Park Lane Hotel and our 2012 Opera Trustee Weekend in New York City comes to a close.
A reservation form and statement of terms and conditions is included below. An itinerary with specific times will be sent to all travelers following the processing of their registration. If you would like to join us, please complete and return these to Amanda Parker, Grants and Development Manager, at AParker@operaamerica.org by January 23, 2012. 

I hope to see you in New York.

Sincerely,
[image: mas signature]
Marc A. Scorca
President/CEO
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2012 Ambassador Circle / Opera Trustee Weekend
New York City
February 23 – 25, 2012
Registration Form

 Yes, I (we) wish to join the Ambassador Circle / Opera Trustee Weekend in New York City:

	Name:


	Address:


	City:                          State:                   Zip code:


	Phone:                         Fax:                    E-mail:




  If a guest will be accompanying you, please provide the following information for your guest:

	Name:


	Address:


	City:                          State:                   Zip code:


	Phone:                         Fax:                    E-mail:




HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

OPERA America has arranged a special rate, $235 per night, available only until January 23, 2012 at The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel. 
Please indicate your hotel preference below by checking one of the following options:
  1. I do not plan to stay at The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel. I will stay at   	____________________________  
  2. I plan to stay at The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel and will make my own reservation.	  	        				    
       The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel contact information is:

36 Central Park South				$235/night plus tax*			   	New York, NY 10019				City View	 
					
Reservation Department: 212-521-6640 
Fax: 212-750-7279
Website: www.helmsleyparklane.com 
*When making your reservation, be sure to indicate you are with OPERA America.
PAYMENT INFORMATION:

	Registration
	Price
	# of persons attending
	Total

	Ambassador Events Package
	$995
	
	

	Registration Sub-total: 
	$
	


 
	Optional Itinerary Activities
	Price
	# of persons attending
	Total

	Thursday, February 24th
Aida
	$205

	
	

	
Saturday, February 25th
Madama Butterfly
	$250
	
	

	Grand Total:
	$
	



	[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]|_| Check enclosed (made payable to OPERA America)   |_| Visa   |_| MasterCard   |_| American Express

	Card Number:
	
	Expiration Date:
	

	Security No.:
	

	(This 3-4 digit number appears on the signature strip of your Visa or MC, and on the front of your AMEX card.)

	Name on card:
	

	
Signature:
	



STATEMENT OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT: A completed and signed reservation form must be returned to 
OPERA America with payment by check (payable to OPERA America), MasterCard, Visa or American Express. Payment in full is due by January 23, 2012. Participants may join after this date on a space-available basis. Itinerary is subject to change. 

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: OPERA America reserves the right to cancel any tour prior to departure for any reason including insufficient numbers of participants, and to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour at any time. If bookings fall below the minimum required, guests will be advised of the increase in cost before the departure date. In the event that OPERA America cancels the tour, there will be a full refund. All cancellations must be received in writing by OPERA America. In the event that the participant cancels, the following cancellation fees apply:

For cancellations received less than 15 days before departure: 100% of the total paid to OPERA America. Opera ticket and hotel cancellations are subject to the policies of The Metropolitan Opera and The Helmsley Park Lane Hotel respectively. 

OPERA AMERICA RESPONSIBILITY

OPERA America acts as the agent for the suppliers of services (including but not limited to ground transportation, meals and lodging) provided in conjunction with the tour. OPERA America is not liable for negligent acts, omissions, defaults or failure to perform of such suppliers. The undersigned Participant releases OPERA America from any and all liability resulting from acts or omissions from the suppliers of services, including but not limited to: loss, damage, delay, injury or damage to Participant (including death) or Participant’s personal property. Nor does OPERA America accept responsibility for losses or delays arising from sickness, quarantine, government restraints, war, acts of terrorism, weather conditions, earthquakes or acts of God. In no event shall OPERA America’s liability exceed the amount received from the Participant.

Dates, schedules, program details and costs stated by OPERA America’s itinerary and brochure are given in good faith and based on information available at the time of publication of the itinerary and of pricing the tour, and are subject to change and revision at any time by OPERA America. OPERA America does not guarantee the rates of any suppliers and reserves the right to substitute alternate suppliers if deemed necessary by OPERA America. OPERA America reserves the right to change Participant itinerary if, in OPERA America’s sole discretion, such change is advisable to protect Participant’s safety. No refund shall be due from OPERA America in conjunction with the changes in rates or itineraries, substitution of suppliers or Participant’s decision not to complete a tour itinerary. OPERA America reserves the right to refuse to accept any Participant, cancel any tour at any time or to request a Participant to withdraw from a tour if, in OPERA America’s sole discretion, such refusal, cancellation or withdrawal is in the best interest of Participant or other tour Participants. OPERA America does not accept any liability for any airline cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase of a non-refundable ticket to the tour departure cities and return. Baggage and personal effects are the sole responsibility of the owners at all times.

Any dispute regarding this release or arising out of Participant’s travel pursuant to arrangements made by OPERA America shall be governed by the laws of the State of New York. Any action involving OPERA America brought in connection with Participant’s travel shall be brought in the state or federal courts of the State of New York, and Participant and OPERA America hereby consent to personal jurisdiction and venue therein.

By signing below Participant acknowledges that s/he has carefully read the schedule of activities for this tour, as well as conditions of application and participation set forth in the tour brochure and the Terms and Condition sheet, and recognizes and accepts any risks thereof and the conditions set forth therein, including the cancellation/refund policy. The undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for and on behalf of himself/herself, his/her dependents, heirs executors, administrators, and assigns to abide by the conditions set forth under RESPONSIBILITY, above as well as in the itinerary and registration form, and to release and hold harmless OPERA America and any of their officers, trustees, agents, licensees or representatives from any and all liability for delays injuries or death, or the loss or damage to his/her property however occurring during any portion of, or in relation to, the tour referred to in the itinerary or in other related documents received by the undersigned, such as Tour Bulletins or letters relating to the program or its potential risks. Participant acknowledges receipt of a copy of these terms and conditions, and signifies acceptance and consents to all of the terms and conditions set forth herein, on behalf of any Participant they may act for, and for themselves when registering for, or making payments on this tour. EACH PARTICIPANT MUST SIGN.



________________________________________		________________________________________
Signature of Participant					Signature of Participant

_______________					_______________
Date							Date 

Please return by January 23, 2012 by e-mail, mail or by fax to:

Amanda Parker, Grants and Development Manager
OPERA America
330 Seventh Avenue, 18th Floor
New York, NY 10001
Tel: 212-796-8620 x222
Fax: 212-796-8631
E-mail: AParker@operaamerica.org
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